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Our eyes can’t see infrared light rays, but they are 
all around us. Infrared radiation sets the grass and 
leaves on fire and gets absorbed by tree trunks 
and sidewalks, creating a very sharp tonal con-
trast. 

Digital camera sensors are sensitive to these light 
rays, and some digital cameras can “see” infrared. 
Specifically, cameras with weak or no hot mirrors 
to filter out infrared, or cameras that have been 
converted especially for IR Photography.

UNSEEN LIGHT



I took all the pictures in this book with an old, 2002 model Canon 
Powershot G3. This is a “prosumer” or advanced amateur digital 
camera with a built-in f/2.0 lens and aluminum body. Evidently, it 
has a weak “hot mirror”, which blocks IR light from reaching the 
sensors of newer cameras to preserve color accuracy. It is still 
not sensitive enough to hand hold, and every shot must be taken 
on a tripod with the self timer to avoid camera shake and the re-
sulting blurry images. 

The G3 comes with a filter adapter, and I ordered a B+W filter (F-
PRO 093 IR) which only allows infrared light to enter the lens. To 
the naked eye, this filter glass appears painted black. 

MY EQUIPMENT
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BONO, ARKANSAS



Trees make excellent subjects for 
infrared photography, with their 
dark limbs and blazing leaves.
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Bono is a small town outside 
Jonesboro, Arkansas. These 
pictures were taken in a 
meadow surrounded by trees. 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
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BIG BEAR LAKE
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CHINO HILLS 
STATE PARK
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Chino Hills State Park



Devil’s Backbone Trail up to Mt. San Antonio, just north of 
Ontario and Pomona, California. We didn’t make it to the 
10,064 ft. summit, but I’m sure we were well over 9,000 ft. 
Even cheating by taking the Mt. Baldy ski lift part of the 
way, the air was so thin we had to stop and rest about 
every hundred steps. 

Whatever benefit is gained by being in a warm area hardly 
makes up for the extremely dry climate. The trees and 
bushes are tough but stunted. 

DEVIL’S 
BACKBONE 
TRAIL
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DEVIL’S 
BACKBONE 
TRAIL

Looking NE toward Bakersfield



OLYMPIA, 
WASHINGTON
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CAPITOL LAKE



CAPITOL LAKE
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WASHINGTON STATE CAPITOL
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TOLMIE STATE PARK
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Yashiro Japanese Garden
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TUMWATER HISTORICAL PARK



OLYMPIA BREWERY
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CAPITOL LAKE
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VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

THE BUCHART GARDENS



BUCHART GARDENS

23



It’s interesting, not to mention convenient, that IR photography works best in the middle of the 
day with direct sunlight, conditions which cause problems for normal photography. Direct, mid-
day sun creates harsh shadows and blown highlights, and the diffused, even light of early 
morning or evening are best for most normal photography. 

It’s an amazing world of light that we can’t see, except by using infrared digital sensors or film. 
It makes me wonder how many other things are going on all around us that we can’t see and 
don’t understand. 
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CONCLUSION
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